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illegal international Islamic organizationsin | activity. Tajikistan isamember of more than 20

T here are currently several dozen legal and | level of representation, and spheres and forms of
the world which differ in structure, goals, | international organizations, including regional,
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and closely cooperates with such prestigious le-
gal Islamic structures as:

m The Organization of thelslamic Confer-
ence (OIC);

m Thelslamic Development Bank (IDB);

m The Islamic Education Scientific and
Cultural Organization (ISESCO);

m The Imamate of Ismailites—the Aga
Khan Development Network (AKDN);

m TheEconomic Cooperation Organization
(ECO).

m Moreover, anillega international Islamic
organization Hizb ut-Tahrir-al-1slami—
the Party of Islamic Liberation (HT1)—
operatesin Tajikistan.

It should be noted that scientistsand analysts
have still not clarified the relations between in-
ternational Islamic organizations and Tajikistan,
therole of these organi zationsin settling conflicts
and ensuring security, or in creating adestabilized
situation, aswell asinthe country’ ssocioeconom-
ic development. Nor have studies dealt with the
question of the political activity of these organi-
zations.

The goals of the Organization of the |slam-
ic Conference reflect the new reality that has
emerged in the Islamic world and international
community as awhole since the day this organi-
zation was created. These goalsinclude multifac-
eted cooperation among Muslim states based on
religious solidarity aimed at resolving the most
important problems, including ensuring the na-
tional security of these countries. The creation of
the OIC is more a story of establishing mecha-
nismsto prevent religious extremism, fundamen-
talism, and radicalism, rather than promoting sol-
idarity. Oneof the main reasonsitsfounding states
created the OIC was to express their rejection of
the ideas and practice of religious extremism,
fundamentalism, and radicalism. For example,
Saudi Arabia believes these manifestations to be
destructiveand, asoneof themain foundersof this
organization, isexerting effortsto makeit alever
for preventing religious extremism, fundamental -
ism, and radicalism.
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Secretary General of the Organization of the
Idlamic Conference (OIC) Hamid Algabid said the
following about the organization’s positive role
in strengthening stability and security inthe Mus-
lim countriesin hisintroductory speech at the 23rd
Conference of Foreign Ministersof the OIC States
in Karachi in 1993: “We should appreciate those
efforts that are being exerted in this direction;
effortsbeing exerted to overcomethe difficulties
and resolvethe problemsthat systematically arise
in a particular member state of our organization.
Theseeffortsare aimed at the peaceful settlement
of military conflicts which are having a destruc-
tiveinfluence ontheregion of our ummah. Inthis
respect, we are pleased to report that therelations
among our member states are gradually normal -
izing.”*

On the other hand, as noted above, one of
the areas of the OIC’ s activity is ensuring devel -
opment and stability inthe Muslim countriesand
expanding economic, scientific, and cultural co-
operation. It is no accident that two specialized
institutions have been created for expanding eco-
nomic and scientific-cultural cooperation within
the OIC: the Islamic Development Bank and the
I slamic Education Scientific and Cultural Organ-
ization (ISESCO).

The OIC, which ismainly based on secular
principles, asalready noted, dealswith problems
that do not go beyond the framework of the na-
tional interests of its member countries. In other
words, national statesareitsmain actors, and the
activity of thisessentially secular organizationis
aimed at resolving the af orementioned problems
of the Islamic world. The Islamic factor in this
organization, on the other hand, serves only to
unitethe Muslim countriesin solving strictly sec-
ular tasks.

Ananalysisof the Tgjikistan’ sactivity inthe
OIC showsthat all the projects being carried out
in cooperation with this organization meet the
republic’s national and state interests and play a
perceptible role in strengthening the country’s
economic stability and scientific-cultural devel-
opment. From thefirst days of its membership in

1 Kayhoni hawoi (Tehran), No. 963, 1992.
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this organization, the republic has been offering
projectsaimed at devel oping various branches of
the national economy, and the country’ s cooper-
ation dynamics with one of the specialized OIC
institutions, the Islamic Development Bank, isa
vibrant example of this.

Between 30 June and 3 July, 1997, Tajik
President Emomali Rakhmon madean official visit
to Saudi Arabia. Thisvisit resulted, among other
things, in the Islamic Development Bank granting
Tajikistan an interest-free loan of 16.7 million
dollarsfor devel oping public health and education
in the country.?

The republic’s cooperation with the OIC,
including with its specialized institutions, is not
limited to receiving loans. For example, on 12
June, 2000, Tajik President Emomali Rakhmon
welcomed representatives of the Coordination
Group of the IDB Arab Funds, the Kuwait Fund
for Arab Economic Development, the Saudi De-
velopment Foundation, and the OPEC Fund, who
arrived in Tagjikistan to participate in an interna-
tional round table. It was organized under the
auspicesof the IDB, National Bank of Tajikistan
(NBT), regional representative office of the IDB
in Central Asiaand Europe, and the above-men-
tioned Arab funds. At a meeting with the round
table participants, Emomali Rakhmon noted that
at the new stage—the stage of post-conflict soci-
oeconomic restoration and poverty-level reduc-
tion, the republic’s government is placing great
emphasis on developing foreign economic rela-
tions and attracting foreign investments, includ-
ing fromthe Arab countries. What ismore, there-
public’s president expressed the hope that the
work of the round table would be productive and
makeit possibleto lay afoundation for holding a
conference of businessmen of the lslamic Devel-
opment Bank member statesin Tajikistan, about
which a corresponding agreement was reached
with head of the IDB Doctor Ahmed M uhammad
Ali during hisvisit to Tgjikistan. The creation of
an |slamic corporation for devel oping the private
sector, an agreement on thefounding of whichthe

2 See: Z. Saidov, Vneshniaia politika Tadzhikistana v
usloviiakh globalizatsii, Avasto, Dushanbe, 2004, p. 569.

republic signed on 26 April, 2000, will help to
encourage foreign direct investments into the
Tajik economy.®

One of the special features of therepublic's
cooperationwiththe IDB isthat all theagreements
signed by the sidesare being put into practice. For
example, asnoted above, ontheinitiative of Tajik
President Emomali Rakhmon and IDB President
Muhammad Ali, theideawas put forward of con-
vening an international round table with the par-
ticipation of the Arab funds. During this under-
taking, Tajikistan offered 70 important projectsin
power engineering, transportation, finances, ag-
riculture, public health, education, telecommuni-
cations, and so on. According to the Hovar Na-
tional Information Agency of Tgjikistan (NIAT),
the IDB approved 17 of these projects, in corre-
spondence with which the republic is being ren-
dered assistance in building the Kulob—Kalai-
Khumb highway (9.5 million dollars) and an in-
ternational passenger terminal in Dushanbe
(270,000 dollars).*

It should be noted that during the years of
cooperation with the OIC, the republic has been
making efficient use of this organization’s po-
tential. A special resolution on Tajikistan
(N0.10/27), which was adopted by the member
states at the Organization’s 10th session on the
initiative of President Emomali Rakhmon, shows
that this structure is playing a particular rolein
Tajikistan’ ssystem of international relationsand
will be able to help resolve the country’ s socio-
economic problems to a certain extent. “It ap-
peals to all the member states and financial in-
stitutions of the OIC region to take active and
cooperative part in the efforts being exerted by
the Tgjikistan government to overcome the eco-
nomic difficulties and advance the economic
reforms. The document addresses the Islamic
Development Bank with arequest to significant-
ly increaseitsfinancial and technical assistance
to Tajikistan. Secretary General of OIC Abdel-
ouahed Belkeziz was personally entrusted with
monitoring the execution of this resolution and

3 Seer |bid., p. 173.
4 See: Narodnaia gazeta, No. 25, 22 June, 2002.
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presenting areport onitsaccomplishmentsto the
11th session of the OIC.”®

Inthisway, cooperation between Tajikistan
and the Ol Cisgrowing with each passing day and
encompassing other structures of this organiza-
tion. At a session of the Interparliamentary Un-
ion (1PU) of its member states held on 16 Febru-
ary, 2007 in KualaL umpur, Tgjikistan’ smember-
ship in this Union was approved.

Along with this, it should be noted that
Tajikistan only cooperates with the OIC at the
intergovernmental level, although under the con-
ditions of the market economy, other public
structures, particularly the private sector, play an
important rolein expanding therelationsamong
the countries. The proposal of Tgjikistan’spres-
ident to create an I slamic corporation for devel-
oping the private sector with the participation of
Arab funds could significantly promote thisun-
dertaking.

Another prestigious Islamic structure, of
which Tgjikistan has been amember since 1992,
is the Economic Cooperation Organization (on
21 May, 1998, therepublic’ sMajlisi Oli approved
thenew Izmir Pact and ratified Tgjikistan’ smem-
bership in the ECO).

Tajikistan’s cooperation with the ECO is
particularly noticeablein trade. The signing and
approval of the Trade Agreement (ECOTA) as
afundamental element of regional cooperation
within the framework of this organization will
serve asan examplefor expanding cooperation
in other spheres. For example, in 1999 alone,
the volume of Tagjikistan’s foreign trade with
ECO countriesamounted to 600 million dollars,
that is, 40% of the country’ sforeign trade turn-
over.

Tajikistanisinterested in devel oping broad
regional cooperation and regional integration,
and the ECO could play an important role in
achieving thisgoal. The purpose and tasks of this
organization (the lzmir Treaty, the Almaty Pro-
gram for Development of the Transport Sector,
the Ashghabad communiqué of the meeting of
states and member countries of the ECO for de-

5Z. Saidov, op. cit., p. 489.
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veloping thetransport and communication infra-
structure, as well as the Strategy of Economic
Cooperation in the ECO region) envisage the
development of market economic relationsof the
member statesand their rapid integrationinto the
world economy.

But along with the achievementsin ECO
activity, there are also several unresolved prob-
lemsthat are creating obstaclesto expanding co-
operation among the member states. In his
speech at ameeting of leaders of the ECO states
on 14 October, 2002, Tajik President Emomali
Rakhmon said: “Despite the obvious achieve-
ments in this area, there are still serious obsta-
cleshindering further devel opment of multifac-
eted economic trade cooperation in the ECO
region. For example, the high railroad transit
fees, the lag in providing banking services
among the member states, the lack of standard-
ization of the regulatory legal base and harmo-
nization of feesand payments, and theintroduc-
tion by several member states of strict visa con-
ditions are having avery negative effect on in-
terregional trade.”®

It should be noted that the border disagree-
ments between some of the member statesand un-
stable political situation are one of the reasons
ECO regional cooperation is not developing as
well as it should. “Although the leaders of the
ECO member statesat the Tehran summitin Jan-
uary 1992 called peace and security the main pre-
requisites for expanding economic cooperation
among these countries, theinstability in Afghan-
istan, disagreements between Pakistan and India
over Jammu and Kashmir, the unsettled conflict
in Nagorno-Karabakh, and the problem of the
Turkic-speaking communities of Cyprus, among
other things, have turned thisorganizationinto a
tool for settling political problems.”” From this
viewpoint, Tajikistan’s membership in the ECO

6 Z. Saidov, op. cit., p. 294.

7 F. Umarov, “Nakshi Sozmoni khamkorii iktisod
(ECO) dar ravavndi Hamgaroii mintakavi: mushkilot va du-
rnamoi” (The Role of the Economic Cooperation Organiza-
tion (ECO) in Regional Integration: Problems and Pros-
pects), in: Materialy mezhdunarodnoi konferentsii “ Region-
alnaia integratsiia Tsentralnoi Azi: problemy, prerspektivy,”
Irfon, Dushanbe, 2006.
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and problem-resolving in its format do not go
beyond theframework of national and stateinter-
ests. And the functioning of the United Nations
International Drug Control Program (UNDCP)
within the ECO is one of the important mecha-
nisms for strengthening security in the region,
particularly in Tajikistan.

In addition to these organizations, non-
governmental Islamic structures also functionin
the republic, in particular the Aga Khan Devel-
opment Network (AKDN)—the AgaKhan Fund,
which has made aworthy contribution to achiev-
ing peacein Tajikistan and to post-conflict resto-
ration of the country’s economy. Taking into ac-

count the great prestige and influence of the
founder of thisFund, Shah Karim al-Hussaini Aga
Khan1V, special U.N. envoy RamirePirisBallon
and special U.N. representative Gerdt Dietrich
Merrem discussed the peaceful settlement of the
conflict in the republic with him in 1995. Aga
Khan’sworking visitsto Tajikistan and hisunof-
ficial efforts as mediator played a great role in
achieving peace among the Tajiks and in ensur-
ing the country’s security.

At present, the AgaKhan Fund isfunction-
ing in all theregions of Tgjikistan, in its capital,
and in the regions subordinate to the republican
government.

1. Cooperation
in the Economy

In 1999, the ESF Program and the Aga Khan Fund for Economic Development (AKFED) of -
fered loanstotaling 530,000 dollarsto 700 enterprises. Thismoney was allotted to devel op agricul-
ture, the cotton industry, and tourism. The average amount of each loan was 1,000 dollars, with a
one-month payback term, which helped to create 15,000 new jobs and, according to preliminary
estimates, should have brought in revenuetotaling 4.6 million Tajik rubles. Sincethe ESF beganits
activity in 1996, aid has been allotted to 1,630 enterprises, 4,200 jobs have been created, and rev-
enue of 12.3 million Tajik rubleshasbeen generated in the Karategin Regionin 1997 aone. Thetotal
amount of loans for implementing the ESF Program amounted to 1.2 million dollars.

2. Cooperation
in Education

The general vector of the AKFED education programs is cooperation with the government in
support of educational reforms—from primary schools to higher educational institutions. In accord-
ance with these programs, targeted professional devel opment schools have been created in the Gorno-
Badakhshan Autonomous Region (GBAR), which will later become teacher training institutes. What
ismore, the AgaK han Development Program in Human Sciencefor Central Asiahasdrawn up atraining
program in cooperation with the Education Ministry, teachers, and intelligentsia of the region. It is
based on ethics, traditions, and values, in which the region is extremely rich. Thisprogramiscurrent-
ly taught in five of the country’ suniversities. Moreover, 500 students of the AgaKhan lyceumin the
city of Khorog are learning English, information technology, and the fundamentals of the market
economy. This undertaking in education by the AgaKhan Fund under Tajikistan’s current economic
conditions, when many teachers have turned to the market as a source of income due to the low sala-
riesthey are paid, is of immense significance in ensuring the country’s cultural security.
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3. Cooperation
in Agriculture

The AgaKhan Development Program hasdrawn up aspecial Agricultural Reform Program, which
encompasses seven regions of the Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Region (Vanch, Darvaz, Rushan,
Roshtkal a, Shugnan, I shkashim, and Murgab) and seven territories subordinate to the republican gov-
ernment (Jirgatal, Tavildara, Tajikabad, Garm, Rasht, Faizabad, and Rogun). The 22,000 farmers
participating in this program have been able to raise the yield of their crop harvests by 1.5%. Asa
result of transferring collectivefarm land to the farmers and devel oping new land, 27,500 tons of flour
was produced in the GBAR in 1999, which met 92% of the region’s needs, and four-fold more pota-
toes and wheat were grown in the Karategin Region than in 1998. For this purpose, the Aga Khan
Fund allotted 1.3 billion Tgjik rubles, which made it possiblefor 760 entrepreneursto engagein busi-
nessinthe agricultural industry. Moreover, between 1996 and 2000, the Program rendered assistance
to 2,400 small businesses, which produced goods totaling 18 trillion Tajik rubles.

The AgaKhan Fund has allotted more than 150 million dollarsto implementing its programsin
Tajikistan. These funds were spent during the difficult years of the civil war and after it ended, when
the situation in the country was still unstable. Thanks to the Fund's prestige and influence in many
countries, it hasbeen ableto attract investmentsinto Tgjikistan. For example, in 1999, the United States
allotted “ 700,000 dollars viathe AgaKhan 1V Fund to devel op the agrarian sector in the Garm group
of regions. Moreover, adecision is already being drafted in the U.S. government to allot Tgjikistan a
grant of 700,000 dollarsfor developing rural areas and helping the rural popul ation of the Kulob zone
of the Khatlon Region to find jobs.”®

Thisdecisionwasmadeat atimewhen not one country had yet allotted fundsto restore Tgjikistan’s
national economy. Thisorganizationwill be ableto make aworthy contribution to the country’ sfood,
cultural, social, and economic security.

During the post-war period, two other Islamic structures, the Saudi Development Fund and the
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development, with which the republic began cooperating in 1997,
made a valuable contribution to Tajikistan’s socioeconomic development. Until 2000, they mainly
allotted financial aid and carried out small projects. After the situation in the country was normalized
and arelatively favorable investment climate emerged, communications increased and large projects
were implemented. For example, in 2000 the Saudi Development Fund participated in rebuilding a
maternity and pediatric hospital and building an infectious disease hospital and secondary schoolsin
Tajikistan. Thesameyear, this Fund approved aloan of 6 million dollarsfor joint (along with the Kuwait
Fund for Arab Economic Development and the OPEC Fund) investment in a project for building the
Zigar-Kosta-Shkev highway.

In 2002, a ceremony was held to sign |oan agreements between Tajikistan and the Saudi Devel-
opment Fund for building three secondary schools and purchasing equipment for them in three re-
gions of the republic, as well as for rebuilding a maternity and pediatric hospital in Dushanbe and
furnishing it with equipment totaling 3 million dollars.

During thetime Tajikistan has been cooperating with the Saudi Development Fund, aloan agree-
ment for atotal of 35.2 million dollars was signed for building (in cooperation with the country’s
government) the Shogun-Zigar section of the Kulob—Kalai-Khumb highway?®; a maternity hospital
has been rebuilt, several general education secondary schools completed, the water supply systemin

8 Z. Saidov, Respublika Tadzhikistan na sovremennom etape, Avasto, Dushanbe, 2006, p. 78.
9 See: Azia-Plus, 23 August, 2002.
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Dushanbe modernized, and aterminal inthe capital’ sairport put into operation, to name afew achieve-
ments.*°

As noted above, the Kuwait Development Fund also cooperates with Tgjikistan. This Fund,
which was created on 31 December, 1961 as afinancial structure, is an autonomous state structure
withanindependent legal status. The Fund allotsmoney to 86 countries, 16 of them are Arab, 35 African,
22 European and Asian, etc.

Kuwaitisthefirst Arab stateto which the Tajik president paid avisit. On 10 January, 2001, after
the loan agreement was signed between Tgjikistan and the Kuwait Development Fund for 5 million
Kuwaiti dinars (16.5 million dollars) to build the Zigar-Shkev highway, the Fund's Deputy General
Director Hisham 1. Al-Wagayan noted: “ Thisloan agreement istheresult of termsreached during Tajik
President Emomali Rakhmon’s official visit to Kuwait in 1995.”

From the example presented above, it can be concluded that Tajikistan’s cooperation with this
organization began primarily thanksto the Tajik leader’ slong-sighted policy and isgrowing with each
passing day. Nevertheless, thishistorical fact showsthat the Fund’ sactivity asaprestigiousfinancia
institution is more pragmatic in nature and it executes the contractsit enters within the set deadlines.

Itis precisely thisaspect of the organization’s activity, on the one hand, and the pragmatism of
Tajikistan’sforeign policy under the direction of its president, Emomali Rakhmon, on the other, that
are the main factors playing a primary role in expanding cooperation between the sides.

Sincebilateral relations began between the | slamic organi zations and funds and Tajikistan, these
structures have participated (and are participating) intheimplementation of projectstotaling 180 million
dollars, 76 million dollars of which have already been used.*?

4. Tajikistan and
lllegal International Idamic
Organizations

Aswe have already noted, along with the legal 1slamic organizations, illegal ones also operate
intherepublic, including thereligious-political Hizb ut-Tahrir-al-1slami party. According to different
sources, itsheadquarters (emirate) are either in Western Europe, or in Palestine, and it has branchesin
Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt, Turkey, and some Central Asian countries.

Theactivity of HTI haslong been recognized by most Muslim countriesasunconstitutional, since
the party’ s political doctrine is based on the idea of the caliphate.

Since the 1950s, movements and organizations have been emerging in the Muslim states, the
activity of which later became Islamist in nature. They formed on the basis of local, regional, and
international factors. We will single out the following among them:

—thecrisisexperienced by the Western and Soviet development model s, toward which the lit-
es of many Muslim countries oriented themselves;

—the constant defeat of the Arab states in the struggle to liberate their land seized by Israel,
which lowered the prestige of the national -secular ideas among the broad masses of Muslim
countries, particularly Arab, as aresult of which they turned to Islam to resolve their prob-
lems and look for answers to important present-day problems;

10 See: Z. Saidov, Vneshniaia politika Tadzhikistana v usloviiakh globalizatsii, pp. 113-115.
1 |bid., p. 304.
12 See: Azia-Plus, 17 May, 2006.
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—thefailure of the unification projectsin the Arab world on anational basis (for example, Arab
unity) compared with the unification processes in Europe;

—thefinancial power and political influence wielded by Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, and oth-
er oil-exporting countries in the Islamic world.

Asfor the HTI, an important role in its emergence (in 1952) was played by the Palestinians’
struggle to liberate their land, although other factors also had a certain amount of influence. And it
was created on the basis of the party’s Palestinian branch, a-lkhwan al-Muslimin. Its founder was
Takieddin al-Nabahani al-Falastini.

At the first stage, the party declared its purpose to be liberating Palestinian land from Israeli
occupation. L ater, the absence of support from Muslim countries, particularly Arab, aswell astheU.N.’s
inefficiency in regulating this crisis prompted the HTI to put forward itsidea of creating a caliphate
toresolvethe problems. After the new international system (the Y alta-Potsdam system in 1945-1990)
formed in the Islamic world and the number of nation-states rose, they declared the HTI unlawful in
order to preserve their own political regimes and protect their national interests, which was why this
party began carrying out its activity illegally. In other words, the governments of the Muslim coun-
tries regarded the idea of a caliphate as a serious threat to their national-state interests.

After the Central Asian republicsacquired their independence and taking advantage of the ide-
ological vacuum left during the post-Soviet period, the HT1 was able to create its underground struc-
turesin some citiesand regions of Tgjikistan. According to Russian scientist Alexei Malashenko, “HTI
cells exist in the northern regions of Tajikistan. Here their members supposedly reach 5,000.” %3

In our opinion, the reason for this party’ s great influence in the north of the country liesin the
following:

—geographically the northern part of Tajikistan belongs to the Ferghana Valley, an economi-
cally and socially backward part of Central Asia, where this party initially arose;

—theweak influence of the legal Islamic Revival Party of Tgjikistan in this region since most
of itsleaders come from the southern regions of the country;

—most of the residents of the eastern part of Tgjikistan follow the Islamist trend of Islam.

Along with this, it should be noted that there is the likelihood of several countries using this
party as atool for realizing their geopolitical interests.

This party, being extremist, directly threatens the country’s state security, which could be ex-
pressed in the following ways.

1. A changein lifestyle and way of thinking of each Muslim. From the viewpoint of the ideol-
ogistsof thisparty, in order to establish acaliphate at the present stagethe Muslims'’ lifestyle
and way of thinking must change to correspond to “true Islam.”

Inour view, if such ideas are disseminated, they could lead to destabilization within tra-
ditiona Islamitself in Tqjikistan and thusto areligious conflict. Thething isthat Hizb ut-Tahr-
ir sleafletsset forthitsattitude toward theritualistic-dogmatic provisions upheld by most Mus-
lims of Tgjikistan. They condemn the striving of the followers of traditional Islam to adhere to
thetraditional precepts of thisreligion, aswell astheir loyal attitude toward the authorities.

2. Theideaof creating a caliphate.
“Themain (and already realizable) task of HTI isto penetrate the state machinery, in-
cluding the security service.”

13 A. Maashenko, “Islamism v Tsentral’noi Azii: segodniai zavtra. Tsentral’ naia Azia 2007. Kliuchevye faktory
bezopasnosti,” in: Materialy mezhdunarodnoi konferentsii, Almaty, 2007, p. 17.
“1bid., p. 17.
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The HTI’ s program states that if the opportunity arises to overthrow the ruler, Mus-
lims are obligated to use arms to achieve this goal, if such an opportunity does not arise,
force must be mobilized and hel p sought among the strong. Aswe see, using forceto achieve
one's goalsis not an exception in the strategy of this party, penetrating the power-related
structures and recruiting their representatives are some of the main tasksin the party’ s pro-
gram. From this viewpoint, the party’s activity in Tajikistan also threatens state security.
Members of HTI are promulgating (al ong with anathematizing the existing political regimes
and leaders of the Muslim countries) theidea of a Golden Age and the rule of the righteous
caliphs, which at times of economic difficulties and ideological crises can have anegative
effect on stability in society and cause alarge part of the country’ s population to fall under
itsinfluence.

3. The use of this party by some countriesto achieve their geopolitical goals.

HTI’s residences (emirates), as we have already noted, are located in different coun-
tries. Thereforeit is possible that foreign forceswill try to use this party to realize their geo-
political interests. In other words, it will be ableto replacetheterrorist organization al-Qa’ eda,
which (like Hizb ut-Tahrir) arose on the basis of the Muslim Brothers movement; and it is
possible that there is some connection between them.

4. Since, according to some data, most members of thisparty in Tgjikistan are Turkic-speaking,
imposing their ideas on the local Muslims could cause an ethnic conflict and have anegative
effect on Tajikistan’s relations with its neighboring Turkic-speaking states.

Conclusions

So after the republic acquired itsindependence, international organizations, particularly Is-
lamic, began occupying a special place it its system of international relations. A model of rela-
tions with international organizations, especially Islamic, began forming in Tajikistan’s foreign
policy and, as we can see, cooperation with them largely corresponds to the republic’ s national -
state interests.

Although today certain states are the main actorsin international relations, their opportunities
for resolving regional and international problems are limited. So an increase in cooperation between
Tajikistan and regional and international organizations could help to resolve global and regional prob-
lems. On the other hand, Tgjikistan’s membership in these organizations proves that multilateral di-
plomacy isa so beginningto play agreater rolein the country’ sinternational relations system. Whereas
its bilateral diplomacy islargely promoting the resolution of intergovernmental bilateral problems,
multilateral diplomacy isaimed at resolving regional and global problems, so Tagjikistan can safely
become involved in regional and globalization processes.

In our opinion, the importance of expanding the republic’s cooperation with international Is-
lamic organizations is defined by the following factors.

1. Intensifying cooperation with the above-mentioned organi zations could reduce theinfluence
of extremist and fundamental structures operating in the name of Islam on Tgjikistan’ s polit-
ical and social life. Thisis contributing to the country’ s domestic stability.

2. Taking into account the national interests of the member states, the above-mentioned organ-
izations, especially the OIC, will be able to help to eliminate conflicts arising among the
member states.
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3. Tgjikistan’ smembershipintheseorganizationsisraisingitsauthority ontheinternational arena,
particularly in the countries of the Islamic world.

4. These organizations are capable of making a worthy contribution to the republic’s social,
economic, scientific, and cultural development and in this way can help to implement the
National Development Strategy to a certain extent.

Asfor theillegal Islamic organizations, their aim isto advance the Islamist project designed to
disrupt law and order and stability, remove certain areas of the country from current state jurisdiction,
create parallel structures to rule the country, and organize armed seizure of power.

125




